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  Affairs of the Arts offers you another season of social happenings 
to benefit the Center for the Arts of Bonita Springs.  Our members 
and friends are once again generously sharing their talents, and 
preparing unique venues for your entertainment.  By attending one 
or several of these distinctive events you will contribute to the 
future of our commmunity’s cultural jewel, the Center for the Arts 
of Bonita Springs.

 The Center for the Arts of Bonita Springs offers our sincere 
appreciation and thanks to:

Terri Alsept	
Barbara King Styling
Joan Baron
Jo & Dick Beightol
Susan Bridges
Carrabba’s
Heather Clegg
Coca Cola
Cummings & Lockwood LLC
Kristina San Filippo
Diane Foster
Gryphon Jewelry Designs
Larry & Bev Hinman
Homewood Suites

Louella McAloose
Karin & Bob Moe
Polly Nesi
Northern Trust Bank
Pinchers Crab Shack
Sheri Rouleau
Kathy Saldivar
Kuniko Scollard
Patrice Shields
Roz Stillwaggon
Roger Tachuk
Ted Mahr Supply, Inc.
Peggy Wagner
Lindsay & Cliff Weidner



No. 2	 Tea With Gertrude Bell..........................	 November 9, 2011

No. 3	 Inside the Mind of a Cartoonist.............	 November 30, 2011	

No. 4	 The Art of Food and Wine.....................	 January 11, 2012	

No. 5	 Go Undercover With Robert Wittman.....	 February 6, 2012

No. 6	 The Art of Style: Haute Looks... .................	 February 17, 2012
		
No. 7	 Amazing Race .....................................	 February 19, 2012
	 Road Rally Scavenger Hunt	

No. 8	 Bonita’s Best Bridge Game!..................	 February 25, 2012		
	 Fourth Annual Pro-Am

No. 9	 An Evening With Judy Garland............	 February 28, 2012
	 & George Gershwin   

No. 10	 Sex, Drugs & Sea Slime........................	 March 7, 2012	
	 Ellen Prager lecture	

No. 11	 Lunch With Cleopatra............................	 March 14, 2012			 
	

No. 12	 Who Killed the Director .......................	 April 27 or 28, 2012
	 Murder Mystery Dinner Theater

No. 13	 Up Close, Personal & Wild...................	 May 12, 2012	 	
	
No. 14	 Tee Off for Kids Golf Tournament........	 April 28, 2012

2011 -  2012

Affairs of the Arts | 2



Affair No. 1
Tea with Gertrude Bell

Queen of the Desert, Masterful Spy & Diplomat
Wednesday, November 9, 2011 | 2:00 - 4:00pm

Northern Trust Bank
Bonita Springs

Gertrude Bell lived an extraordinary life. Chiefly remembered 
for her pioneering assimilation of Arabic culture, she was also a 
brilliant scholar, archaeologist, mountaineer and linguist.

Beautiful red hair, fine features and piercing green eyes, Bell was 
the first woman to get a degree in modern history at Oxford; first 
woman ever to travel the Syrian desert alone, and the first female 
officer in British Military Intelligence. Fluent in Arabic and Persian, 
she spent a decade before World War I crisscrossing the desert, 
making maps and gaining the trust of tribal leaders and kings.  
She knew the Mesopotamian region and its people so intimately 
that one prominent Iraqi sheik, when asked about geographical 
boundaries of his tribe, told his questioner to ask Bell.

She virtually created modern Iraq, drafted its borders, corralled 
its reluctant tribal chiefs and trained Faisal (who had never been 
there) to be its first king.

Experience the Sherezade Gertrude Bell through the eyes of award-
winning dramatist, Janina Birtolo.  Enjoy our special performance, 
specialty teas, finger sandwiches, scones and cakes.

Limited to 75 guests
$35 per person 
Club Casual Attire

SPONSORED BY
Northern Trust Bank
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Affair No. 2

Inside the Mind of a Cartoonist
Wednesday, November 30, 2011 | 7:00 - 8:30 pm

The Center for the Arts of Bonita Springs
Bonita Springs

Doug MacGregor, book author, and cartoonist with the News-
Press uses highlights of his work to reveal his process for creating 
cartoons that are both pointed and funny.   Meet Doug, have a 
good laugh as he shares his take on paradise here in Southwest 
Florida.

Author and illustrator of a number of creative books, in addition to 
his newspaper cartoons, Doug will explore his creative process, 
highlights his particularly Southwest Florida art and humor; and 
share insights into his published books.  For those who wish to 
purchase a copy of one of his books, copies will be available 
and Doug will dedicate your books in a session following his 
presentation.

Wine, hors d’oeuvres and other refreshments prior and after 
Doug’s presentation round out this great evening of humor, art and 
storytelling. 

Limited to 75 guests
$35 per person
Casual Attire
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Affair No. 3
The Art of Food & Wine
Color, Line, Form, Wine, Food, Fun

Wednesday, January 11, 2012 | 5:00pm - 8:00pm
FineMark National Bank & Trust

Bonita Springs

Please join us for an evening of entertaining hands on artistic 
creation lead by resident artist and Director Jordan Smith of 
the Center for the Arts of Bonita Springs. Each guest will have 
the opportunity to create their own artwork using a variety of 
materials and mediums to express their creativity. 

The evening will include a tasting and presentation of unique 
wines paired with delicious small plates and canapés 
created by FineMark’s Chef Kristina San Filippo. 

Please come dressed in a casual fashion as you will be using 
art supplies in the artistic creation process. 

Limited to 40 guests
$85 per person
Casual Attire

SPONSORED BY
FineMark National Bank & Trust

10010 Coconut Road
Bonita Springs, FL 34135
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Affair No. 4
Robert Wittman, Author  

Monday, February 6, 2012 | 7:00pm
Promenade at Bonita Bay, #114

Bonita Springs

The ‘Wall Street Journal’ called him a ‘living legend’, the ‘Times of 
London’ dubbed him ‘the most famous art detective in the world’.

Robert Wittman, author of the best selling book, “Priceless”, 
founder of the FBI’s Art Crime Team, pulls back the curtain on his 
remarkable career.

Rising from humble roots as the son of an antiques dealer, Wittman 
built a twenty-one year law enforcement career that was nothing 
short of extraordinary.  Armed with a scholar’s passion, a con man’s 
smile, and a daredevil’s nerves, he worked undercover to catch art 
thieves, scammers, and black-market traders in Paris, Philadelphia, 
Rio, Santa Fe and Madrid.

Our spectacular evening includes wine and hors d’oeuvres served 
before Robert’s lecture, and during intermission.  Purchase a copy 
of his fascinating book during the evening and Robert will sign and 
dedicate your copy.

Limited to 180 guests
$40 per person 
Club Casual Attire
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 “Priceless – How I Went Undercover to Rescue the World’s Stolen Treasures”



Affair No. 5

The Art of Style: Haute Looks

Friday, February 17, 2012 | 6:00 - 8:30pm
Promenade at Bonita Bay, #114

Bonita Springs

Sip champagne with your girlfriends while you feast your eyes on the 
season’s latest fashions! Join us for an educational and entertaining 
evening of style, sass & sophistication.   From casual to couture, celebrity 
stylist Barbara King will answer your questions about what to wear & 
how to wear it. The highly anticipated main event is a fashion show 
produced by Barbara King Styling & Gryphon Jewelry Designs featuring 
familiar faces as well as professional models. Your evening will culminate 
with an opportunity to shop the runway styles & meet the stylists.

This is the fashion event you can’t afford to miss! 

Table Sponsorships at $1000 available.

Limited to 200 guests
$65 per person
Club Casual Attire

SPONSORED BY
Barbara King Styling

Gryphon Jewelry Designs
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Affair No. 6

The Amazing Race 
Road Rally Scavenger Hunt and Urban Sleuthing Adventure!

Sunday, February 19, 2012 | 2:00 - 5:00 pm
Center for the Arts of Bonita Springs

Bonita Springs

Ready for something fun and unusual?  Here’s your chance.  Each team is 
comprised of four people, car and camera.  Teams are provided with a 
list of items to find—some hard, some easy.  Each item has a point value.  
Teams are also provided with a list of riddles and clues to find special 
landmarks or locations where they receive a token for extra points.

Over one-hundred participants compete for awards and prizes as their 
teams solve the riddles, collect or photo their items and have a great 
time.  Our committee has designed an extraordinary, fun and entertaining 
rally this year—an event not to be missed!

Teams begin and end at the Center for the Arts of Bonita Springs campus.  
Award ceremony, hors d’oeuvres and cocktail reception for team 
members complete the ‘Amazing Race’ competition.  Special Prizes and 
Awards presented by our sponsor and Chairman.

Limited to 100 guests
$25 per person or $100 4 Person Car
Casual Attire
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Affair No. 7
Bonita’s Best Bridge Game!

Fourth Annual Pro-Am
Saturday, February 25, 2012 | 12:45pm - 4:45pm

Bonita Bay Club
Bonita Springs

No matter how you deal them, fun is guaranteed in every hand at this 
one-of-a-kind event back by popular demand.  This is an opportunity 
for those “kitchen bridge” players to sign up with a friend who boasts 
of possessing master points and become the winning pair at this not-
too-serious bridge event.  

To qualify as a “pro,” a player must have a minimum of 20 master 
points.  An “amateur” is anyone with less than 20 (preferably zero) 
master points.  The game is stratified so that everyone has a chance to 
win and is played in duplicate style.

The afternoon will kick off with some valuable bidding tips offered 
by Bonita Spring’s ever popular bridge teacher, Marietta Huggard.  
This will be a sanctioned bridge game of 18 to 21 boards with 
print-outs of the hands played.  There will be a silent auction as well 
as an outstanding wine and cheese hospitality table.  When you sign 
up, don’t forget to indicate the name of your partner, request a part-
ner or bring your whole bridge group. Last year’s event sold out, so 
don’t delay!  Reserve today.

Sponsorships available at $200.

Limited to 72 guests
$50 per person
Club Casual Attire
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DIRECTED BY
JoEllen & Richard Blandford
Owners, Bonita Bridge Club

SPONSORED BY
An Anonymous Bridge Friend, Joan Baron, Diane Foster, Gail Goggin, 

Beth Graves, Cecil Jones, Stevie & Roger Joslin, Marilyn Lightner, 
Gayle & Don McLean, Joan Norris, Marti Tyler & Roz Thayer



Affair No. 8
American Musical Theatre

An Evening With Judy Garland & George Gershwin
Tuesday, February 28, 2012 | 7:00 - 9:00 pm

Promenade at Bonita Bay, #114
Bonita Springs

Beautiful and memorable songs and movies have become timeless 
treasures and a special part of our history.  Just mention the names 
Judy Garland or George Gershwin and each of us can recall a 
favorite song or film.

Step back in time and share a special part of history with author 
and lecturer, Dr. Herbert Keyser and Bett Butler, the foremost piano-
jazz vocalist in San Antonio and South Texas. Close your eyes a 
moment—hear Bett’s voice fill the room with great melodies and 
lyrics, and Herb as he shares the secrets and lives of the great 
Judy Garland and George Gershwin—stories and music that will 
capture your heart, bring a tear to your eye or a smile to your face.

Gather your friends and share this memorable evening together.  
A lovely light buffet and select wines will complement your 
extraordinary experience.  And, as a special treat,  “Geniuses of 
the American Musical Theatre” and Bett’s new CD will be available. 
Two very lucky guests will receive a copy as a precious memento.

Limited to 185 guests
$75 per person 
Casual Attire

SPONSORED BY
Jo & Dick Beightol
Karin & Bob Moe

Lindsay & Cliff Weidner
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Affair No. 9
Ellen Prager, Author  

 “Sex, Drugs, and Sea Slime”- Lecture and Book Signing
Wednesday, March 7, 2012 | 7:00 pm

Promenade at Bonita Bay, #114
Bonita Springs

Meet Marine Scientist, and President of Earth2Ocean, Ellen Prager, 
as she takes us deep into the sea to introduce an astonishing cast 
of fascinating and bizarre creatures that make the salty depths their 
home.  From the tiny but voracious arrow worms whose rapacious 
ways may lead to death by overeating, to the lobsters that battle 
rivals to seduce mates, Prager not only brings to life the ocean’s 
odd creatures, but also reveals the strange ways they interact as 
predators, as prey and in mating.

“In my years of diving and reporting below the surface of the sea, 
Ellen Prager has been the most effective and humorous storyteller 
about life in the ocean.” Bob Woodruff, ABC News Correspondent

Ellen combines science with humor, revealing how these unique 
creatures have mysteries beyond our imagination.  And, beyond 
inspiring wonder, Prager tells why it all matters.  Our health, our 
lives, the economy, and our future are all inter-connected in 
astonishing ways.

Refreshments served prior and after Ellen’s fascinating presentation.  
Purchase a copy of her book, “Sex, Drugs and Sea Slime,” Ellen will 
dedicate and sign your copy.

Limited to 185 guests
$35 per person 
Club Casual Attire
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Affair No. 10

Lunch With Cleopatra
Wednesday, March 14, 2012 | 11:30am - 1:00pm

Quail West Country Club
Bonita Springs

When did you first meet Cleopatra?  Was it through William 
Shakespeare’s Anthony and Cleopatra that the exciting temptress first 
came to life as she beguiled Mark Anthony?

Possibly, it was one of the great master paintings entitled “The Death 
of Cleopatra,” that pulled at heartstrings as you pondered the role 
and reason for the asp in the final moments of her young life.  Or was 
it Elizabeth Taylor who first introduced the sexy,  beguiling Egyptian 
Queen?  Yet, did we meet the real Cleopatra? 

Born in 69BC, Cleopatra becomes Queen of Egypt at 18, ruling with her 
10 year old brother, Ptolemy XIII.  By the time she’s 21, and her brother 
13, they’re feuding and vying for power. Who enters this historic scene 
of a family power struggle in 48BC?  None other than the dynamic 
Roman General, Julius Caesar, looking to add Egypt to his conquests 
for Rome.  And with whom should he align his greatness—the young 
king or his sister?  Is there any way the clever Cleopatra could plead her 
own case to Caesar, himself? 

Barbara Rinella brings to life this formidable Queen with the keen 
intellect, shrewd political instincts, appreciation for luxury and power, 
and her great loves and romantic involvements.  Was Cleopatra truly the 
principal player of the age?  Oh, what a history lesson Ancient Egypt 
wants to share as you meet, finally, the “real” Cleopatra!  

Limited to 200 guests
$46 per person
Club Casual Attire
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Affair No. 11
The Mystery Dinner Theatre Extraordinaire

“Who Shot the Director”
Friday or Saturday, April 27 or 28, 2012 | 7:00 - 9:00 pm

Promenade at Bonita Bay, #114
Bonita Springs

IMAGINE!  A shot in the dark, a scream is heard, a detective 
arrives, and you are set for a fun, rollicking evening of excitement, 
suspense, passion, revenge and a lot of laughs.

Join us for a hilarious murder mystery performance.  Our evening 
begins with light hors d’oeuvres, wine, beer and sparkling waters.  
Then, Act One sets the funny and unusual tone for our murder 
event.  At conclusion of Act One guests enjoy a delicious buffet 
dinner.  During dinner, clues are presented and discussed at tables 
as some of our actors visit with guests throughout the room.  Act 
Two is accompanied by dessert and coffee as we solve this wacky 
crime.

Actors are our own performing arts staff and local actors who have 
fine tuned this performance and crime to a great conclusion.

Limited to 200 guests
$45 per person 
Casual Attire
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Affair No. 12
Tee off for Kids - Golf Tournament

Saturday, April 28, 2012 | 7:30 am Registration | 8:30 am Shotgun Start
Copperleaf Golf Club

Bonita Springs

Gather up your most philanthropic foursome of friends for 18 holes 
of golf, prizes, lunch and lots of fun. Contests include longest drive, 
closest to the hole and closest to the line. 

Our Annual Charity Golf Tournament takes place at The Copperleaf Golf 
Club at the Brooks, a championship golf course. And yes, “Mulligans” 
are available!

Copperleaf offers an 18-hole championship golf course created by 
architect Gordon G. Lewis. Wide, generous fairways present options 
and challenges for all levels of players. 

Limited to 120 guests
$100 per person includes golf and cart, lunch and prizes
$250 Hole sponsorships available
Golf Attire

SPONSORS TO DATE
Carrabba’s
Coca Cola

Cummings & Lockwood LLC
Larry & Bev Hinman
Homewood Suites

Pinchers Crab Shack
Ted Mahr Supply, Inc.
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Affair No. 13
Up Close, Personal and Wild!

Saturday, May 12, 2012 | 2:00-4:00 pm
Center for the Arts of Bonita Springs

Bonita Springs

Get close.  No, get closer, no, even closer.  This unique event 
brings exotic animals, seasoned trainers and a ‘hands-on’ format 
that all ages love.  Each visiting Trainer provides a mini lecture 
about a featured animal, the animal’s role in nature and some of 
the fascinating aspects of the animal’s life and particular habitat.

We’ll be visited by arachnids, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals.  When was the last time you really got close and met, 
face to face, an ant eater, maybe a lemur, or a scorpion or alligator, 
what about a kinkajou from the rain forest, possibly a leopard 
gecko, or a ferret?

Join us at the Center for the Arts of Bonita Springs.  We’re bringing 
the Wild to you, Up Close and Personal. After entertaining 
presentations by trainers, they will circulate throughout the room, 
allowing us to meet, personally, each visiting wild creature.  Did 
we say Photo Op??  This event is a great opportunity to entertain 
clients and friends!

Refreshments including light hors d’oeuvres, wine, beer, soft drinks  
and dessert treats served prior and after our ‘Up Close and Wild’ 
presentations.

Limited to 75 guests
$35 adult/ $15 Youth
Casual Attire
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Reservations
Please complete both sides of the reservation form on the following page 
by indicating the Affairs you have chosen to attend.  On the back side of the 
form print your names and all names for whom tickets are being purchased.

The earlier you reserve your selections the better the chance of participating 
in the Affairs of your choice.  If a requested Affair is sold out, you will be 
notified.  At that time, you may choose to be added to a wait list, reserve 
another Affair or receive a refund.  Reservations may be made by:

•	 Mailing reservation form along with payment to the Center for the Arts
•	 Telephoning the Center for the Arts, 239-495-8989
•	 Faxing both sides of the registration form to the Center for the Arts
•	 Visiting the Center for the Arts Campus

You will receive a letter confirming your reservation(s) along with ticket 
information and directions to each requested Affair.  If you find you cannot 
honor your reservation, please let us know as soon as possible.  We will 
make every effort to find your replacement.  However, if this is not possible, 
we thank you for your donation.

A portion of your per person cost may be a charitable deduction, depending 
on the event.  For more information or any questions about Affairs of the Arts, 
please call the Center for the Arts of Bonita Springs at 239-495-8989.

All proceeds benefit the Center for the Arts of Bonita Springs

26100 Old 41 Road, Bonita Springs, FL 34135
239-495-8989 | 239-495-3999 fax | cfabs@artinusa.com

www.artcenterbonita.org

A copy of the official registration (CH13272) and financial information may be obtained from the 
Division of Consumer Services by calling toll free 1-800-435-7352 with the state.  Registration does not 
imply endorsement or approval, or recommendation by the state.  This organization retains 100% of all 
contributions received.
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 ______    x   $ 35  

______    x   $ 35   

______    x   $ 85    

______    x   $ 40  

______    x   $ 65   
	
______    x   $ 25   

______    x   $ 50   

______    x   $ 75   

______    x   $ 35

______    x   $ 46  
			 
______    x   $  45   
	
______    x  $  35 Adult   

______    x  $  15 Youth  

______    x   $100

$______ 

$______  

$______  

$______   

$______     

$______      
	
$______     

$______ 

$______ 

$______  

$______  
			 
$______   
	
$______    

$______ 

Now is the time to make your reservations!
Please complete BOTH SIDES of this form.  You may mail, fax, phone, or hand deliver 
your reservation information to the following:
Center for the Arts of Bonita Springs, Affairs of the Arts

26100 Old 41 Road, Bonita Springs, FL 34135 | 239-495-8989 | 239-495-3999 FAX

Name: __________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________

Home Phone: __________________ Daytime Phone:________________

E-mail Address: __________________________________________

I would like to attend the following affairs:
(Please list all guests’ names on the back of this form.)

Affair No.					     Quantity	      Price	 Total:

                   	      	
No. 2       Tea With Gertrude Bell 
	   
No. 3       	Inside the Mind of a Cartoonist
	                    
No. 4       The Art of Food and Wine 
                                     
No. 5       Go Undercover With Robert Wittman                       

No. 6     The Art of Style: Haute looks                                   
	
No. 7     Amazing Race & Road Rally Scavenger Hunt	    

No. 8      Bonita’s Best Bridge Game!-4th Annual Pro-Am     

No. 9     An Evening With Garland & Gershwin                     

No. 10   Sex, Drugs & Sea Slime-Ellen Prager lecture	     

No. 11   Lunch With Cleopatra	                                       

No. 12   Who Killed the Director-Dinner Theater	   
	
No. 13    Up Close, Personal & Wild               

No. 14	 Tee Off for Kids Golf Tournament		  		
I can not attend but would like to make the following donation:     $________

Total:		               $________



NAMES OF GUESTS
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Center for the Arts of Bonita Springs 
Officers and Directors 

2011-2012

Officers
Chairman of the Board			   Mary Beth Crawford
Vice Chairman			   Roger Tachuk
Immediate Past Chairman			   Jacqueline McCurdy
Recording Secretary 			   Amy Russian
Treasurer			   Terri Alsept
Assistant Treasurer			   Claire Gorman
Assistant Treasurer			   Joan Dixon
Assistant Treasurer			   Marion Haley

Directors
Jo Beightol
Tom Briers
Mimi Gallo
Larry Green

Larry Hinman
Tom Jordan

Honey McGrath
Richard Riley
John Schraff
Patt Suwyn

President
Susan Bridges



Tea With Gertrude Bell
Wednesday, November 9, 2011
2:00pm - 4:00pm

Inside the Mind of a Cartoonist
Wednesday, November 30, 2011	
7:00pm - 8:30pm

The Art of Food and Wine
Wednesday, January 11, 2012
5:00pm - 8:00pm	

Go Undercover With Robert Wittman
Monday, February 6, 2012
7:00pm

The Art of Style: Haute Looks
Friday, February 17, 2012
6:00pm - 8:30 pm		

Amazing Race &
Road Rally Scavenger Hunt 
Sunday, February 19, 2012
2:00pm - 5:00pm

Bonita’s Best Bridge Game!
Fourth Annual Pro-Am
Saturday, February 25, 2012	
12:45pm - 4:45pm

An Evening With Judy Garland 
& George Gershwin 
Tuesday, February 28, 2012
7:00pm - 9:00pm

Sex, Drugs & Sea Slime
Ellen Prager lecture
Wednesday, March 7, 2012
7:00 pm	
	
Lunch With Cleopatra
Wednesday, March 14, 2012
11:30am - 1:00pm				 

Who Killed the Director
Murder Mystery Dinner Theater
Friday or Saturday, April 27 or 28, 2012
7:00pm - 9:00pm

Tee Off for Kids Golf Tournament
Saturday, April 28, 2012
7:30 am Registration
8:30am Shotgun Start

Up Close, Personal & Wild
Saturday, May 12, 2012
2:00pm - 4:00pm			 
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You may enjoy the following events presented by the Center for 
the Arts of Bonita Springs:

October 27, 2011..........................	

November 4, 2011.........................

November 5, 2011.........................

November 5, 2011.........................

November 10, 2011..................

December 8, 2011...................

January 12, 2012....................

January 19, 2012.....................

February 9, 2012.....................

February 23, 2012...................

March 1, 2012.........................

March 15, 2012.......................

April 12, 2012...........................

April 19, 2012...........................

May 10, 2012.............................

May 25 & 26, 2012......................

June 14, 2012............................

Live at the Promenade!

Sponsored by:

At the Hyatt Regency 
Coconut Point

An evening infused with entertainment, dancing and food inspired by the glamour and 
style of hollywood.  Sunglasses, boas and dancing shoes encouraged.  Watch for a formal 
invitation in November.  Proceeds benefit the Center for the Arts of Bonita Springs.

Information: 495-8989 or www.artcenterbonita.org Affairs of the Arts | 21

“Dan Heck & Rebecca Richardson”

”Dress Rehearsal for Murder”

“Dress Rehearsal for Murder”

“Dress Rehearsal for Murder”

“Night Train”

“The Voices of Naples”

“It’s De-Lyrical”

”Naomi Niskala”

“Joey & Maria’s comedy Italian Wedding”

“Love Letters”

“The Naples Piano Trio”

“Flamenco Puro”

”Uptown Express”

”Flute Cocktail”

”Glee Spree”

”Beauty & the Beast”

”John Frinzi & John Patti”
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